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AMERICAN LITERATURE FESTIVAL



English 11 Syllabus[image: image2.jpg]



Classroom Rules and Responsibilities 
1. Be Positive—Leave negative comments and attitudes outside the classroom.  Join into all activities.
2. Be Prepared—Be in your seat and ready to work with all required materials when the bell rings.  Anyone not in his or her seat at the bell will be marked tardy.    

*Tardy Policy: Students who arrive without a pass or an unexcused pass will be marked as tardy and given a detention slip. If you are tardy, enter the room quietly.  Take your seat silently.

3. Be Respectful—Respect people:  their property, their space, and their ideas.  Speak one at a time, list with an open mind, and raise your hand to speak.  Speak kindly to others.  Use messages from the heart.  Language is powerful!  Enter the classroom courteously and respectfully.   Be responsible for your actions.  Keep the classroom neat.  Follow directions the first time they are given.  Speak at the appropriate times using the appropriate methods.  Hoods may not be worn in the classroom.  
Supplies—What You Will Need:  
Students must have the following items in class every day.  

· English binder or folder (It must have a way to add assignments.  I recommend a three-ring one inch binder. Binders larger than one inch will NOT be accepted. )
· Plenty of lined paper

· Two or three pens (black or dark blue ink) and pencils
· Highlighters of different colors 
· All books, handouts, and assignments 
·  Planner/organizer

· You will be setting up your binder with an assignment sheet.  You will be filling out the sheet with every assignment that you are given including the handouts for the assignment.  See example:

Notebook Assignment Sheet

	Number
	Date
	Assignments
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	1
	8/26
	English 11 Syllabus
	10
	

	2
	8/26
	Reading Strategies/Ways of Responding to Assigned Reading
	10
	

	3
	
	
	
	


· You will keep all assignments in this notebook.

· Your notebook will be collected and graded throughout the semester.  If you do not keep up on this assignment, it will significantly lower your grade.

Homework

 Homework Policy

1. Doing the assigned homework will be crucial to your success in school.  Homework will be collected at the beginning of the period.  

2. Students are required to turn in homework when it is due.  You may use a DOG to turn a paper in one day late only and still receive full credit.

3. Students who do not turn in homework when it is due may submit it one day late for ½ credit. 
Three Essential Classroom Policies

1. ALL formal assignments and tests/quizzes must be typed or written in black or dark blue ink.  I will not except any work in pencil.  Double space all essays and use MLA format.
2. Participation points will be earned throughout each semester.  Students can earn points each day for participating properly with a positive attitude in the classroom.  The participation and behavior of a student can either “make or break” the student’s grade.  In other words, a student with low test and homework scores can be helped by a high participation and behavior grade.  Students will lose points for disruptions, use of obscene or inappropriate language, violation of rules, etc.  If a student must be sent to the office, this automatically results in a loss of all participation points and an “F” for the day.  You must still complete all the work that you miss!
3. The Casa Grande High School Academic Honesty Policy will be enforced.  All work you present must be your own.  Copying or paraphrasing another author or student’s work will be considered a violation of this policy.  Be certain that during a test or quiz you do nothing that could bring your integrity into question.  Also when writing assignments in which you have been required to (or have chosen to) consult outside sources, be sure to properly give credit to the author(s) of your source(s) and include all bibliographical information.  If you ever need any assistance in doing this correctly, please ask.  I’m always delighted to help!
The Curriculum
In meeting the State of California benchmarks, the following pieces of literature and writing will be covered.  In addition, this course will cover various standards from the following areas:  vocabulary and word development, reading comprehension, literary response and analysis, and speech.

Writing Applications and Strategies


Literature

Narrative Writing




Adventures of Huckleberry Finn


Expository Writing




The Crucible
Research Paper  




The Great Gatsby

Literary Analysis 




Various expository texts and short stories


MLA Writing Conventions



The Catcher in the Rye
Grammar

Absences and Makeup Work
1. A master English binder will be kept in class on my desk to help you keep abreast of assignments given while absent. After an absence, be sure to check the binder to see what you missed and ask another student or the teacher if you have any questions. I will also post homework assignments on my website: mscbachoenglish.weebly.com.  It is the student’s responsibility to get any make-up work from the binder and the class website!  Work that is not received by the teacher will earn a point of zero.    
2. If you know beforehand that you will be absent, please inform me.  I will help you plan your makeup work.  
3. The quality of your work will be better if you attend class regularly and meet all deadlines.  
4. If a student is absent on the date of a quiz or test, he/she is responsible for making it up.  Students are allowed one week to make up quizzes and tests.  (Don’t wait until the last minute to make up your quiz or test.)  You may come in during office hours or make an appointment with me to make up missed quizzes and tests. Once the week is up, I will assume you are not interested in making it up and a zero will go in the gradebook.

Cell Phones and Other Electronic Devices

1. All cell phones or other electronic devices must be turned off before you enter the classroom.  It is important that you and others not be distracted from what is going on in class during our time together.  If your cell phone goes off in class or you use your cell or other electronic device in class, it will be taken by the teacher.  Loss of participation points will occur for more than one violation.

 Grading Policy
1. Grading Scale

	100  – 98% = A+
	97.9 – 92% = A
	91.9 – 90% = A-

	89.9 – 88% = B+
	87.9 – 82% = B
	81.9 – 80% = B-

	79.9 – 78% = C+
	77.9 – 72% = C
	71.9 – 70% = C-

	69.9 – 68% = D+
	67.9 – 62% = D
	61.9 – 60% = D-

	59.9% or below = F
	
	


Points continue to be accumulated for the entire semester.  A student’s semester grade is a reflection of all the work done for the entire semester, not just one grading period. 

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Students will frequently have at-home reading assignments to prepare for the following day’s discussions and activities.  To ensure success in this class, it is essential that sufficient time is taken to read the text assigned and reflect on it in writing.  Students will also have essays or projects to prepare at home.

Please take a few minutes to read and sign this policies and procedures with your teenager and your teenager will return this paper to class by August ____________.  I would also really appreciate anything you could tell me about how to help your teen succeed in this class.  If you have any questions or concerns, now or in the future, please contact me at Casa Grande High school at (707) 778-4677 extension 1121 or email me at cbacho@petk12.org (email is the most efficient way to contact me).  I look forward to working with your teenager and you to make this a productive school year!

AGREEMENT:  I have read, understand, and will abide by the Academic Policies and Procedures of this class.

Student Name 



________________________________________________________

Student Signature/Date

________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature/Date
________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Contact Information (phone/email):___________________________________________
Best time and way to contact:   _____________________________________________________________

My teen’s strengths in English are:

My teen’s needs in English are:

Any other comments, suggestions, concerns, or questions you have at this point:

Ms. Cassandra Bacho


Room M21


Phone:  778-4677 ex. 1121


Email: cbacho@petk12.org


Prep Period _____











